
Two grand openings Saturday, June 3 
 
 
Thanks to everyone who has RSVP’ed so far for two grand openings taking place this Saturday, June 3. 
First up is the newest Activated Spaces Pop-Up Shop, Project Warmth, which will open at 10 a.m. with a 
ribbon cutting at 10:30 a.m. This shop is located at 133 E. Third St. (first floor of Oriel Studios 
apartments) and will be open until 4 p.m., in case you miss the ribbon cutting but would like to stop by 
to check it out. Project Warmth sells handmade accessories for pets, like beds, leashes, collars, and 
more. A portion of sales are donated to supply similar materials to local shelters. 
  
Later that day, we’ll celebrate the grand opening of Hannah’s at 121 N. Ludlow St. (in the former J Alan’s 
space in the Talbott Tower). Hannah’s will kick things off at 6 p.m. with complimentary snacks and live 
music throughout the evening, including a touring act from Nashville. 
  
I hope to see you at either or both of these grand openings. They’re just a few blocks from Courthouse 
Square, which is where Dayton Pride activities will take place this weekend. If you’re planning to hit 
Pride, it’s a quick jump to visit one of these new businesses! 
  

Val Hunt Beerbower 

PR & Communication Manager 
  
Downtown Dayton Partnership 
10 W. Second St. Suite 611 
Dayton, OH  45402 
  
p: 937/224.1518 ext. 230 
f: 937/224.3602 
beerbower@downtowndayton.org  
  
Summer in the City offers special events May through September. Find out what’s next and download 
a calendar at http://bit.ly/DaytonSummer.  
May 20, Downtown Housing Tour | July 7, Adventure Race & Street Party | August 4, Art in the City 
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Dayton Startup Week Returns June 12-16, 2017 
  
Startup Week is a FREE five day, 
entrepreneur-led, volunteer-run, 
community-focused event that takes place 
in cities around the world. Dayton Startup 
Week is back for a second year after a 
successful year one with over 70 events and 500+ attendees! 
 
Dayton Startup Week brings developers, designers, marketers, product managers and 
enthusiasts together to support the startup ecosystem in Dayton. Through a series of 
events spread out around Dayton's Innovation District, Startup Week will showcase the 
best of what Dayton's startup community has to offer! 
 
The real goal of Dayton Startup Week is not just to launch startups. Rather, it's about 
celebrating the startup community by encouraging people to develop deeper 
relationships than a typical networking event, sharing ideas and stories of success and 
failure. For many, it's about taking the first step into entrepreneurship by giving them 
permission to jump - knowing there's a community there that will support them. 
 
 Full schedule and more details. 

 

 

 

 

Life begins at the end of your comfort zone. 
                                                                               ~ Neale Donald Walsch 

 

Your Life's Work Reimagined Continues 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011xLBjvNhkSLpUWXRaL40aMAKkYUf4hVIOeqAUAWUhVGRyK8EtCOf75X0u4H34rBcWadTfgoisAihWaDTV-9QRk2lBmIVepUX4szyFNz4HYZYZ4UqGp05IGohwWCNtqw2QJ1qjjHa0hDKTe-u43n3kwi5O6Otwwj4o_HQJ4fA9rfFAvHBO3P5Aw==&c=JbZfWN0j1GZUyQjEva4H8tfm4KJIIVtyMoPDMs8s9xwq3mq09SfhPg==&ch=w1ki_eXLPrBRlAmNhpawLl2zxExwtJiGMu7KDZwttrjxLf9nn8JUoQ==


 

Your Life's Work Reimagined continues on June 
8 as career and life coach Dean Waggenspack 
helps participants shift their mentality regarding 
the choices available to them. He will help 
participants understand their life goals and 
strengths better on June 15. And he will wrap up 
the series on June 22 by discussing what it 
takes to move forward in a career and in life.  All 
classes start at 6:30 p.m. at 
Kettering-Moraine Branch Library. 
 
More information. 

 

 

 

 

FREE UPCOMING PROGRAMS FOR YOU: 
 

SCORE Small Business Counseling 
Meet one-on-one with a SCORE volunteer. Call 937.496.8631 to register. 
Friday, 6/2, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Temporary Main Library downtown.  
Monday, 6/12, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Miami Township Branch 

 
Elements of Business: Access to Capital- Part 2 
Dayton SCORE, the SBA, and the SBDCs at TEC and Wright State will be hosting 
this FREE session which will educate attendees on these topics and the importance 
they play in running a small business. Registration and more information. 
Wednesday, 6/14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the 
Montgomery County Business Solutions Center 

Market Research- Startup Week Special Edition 
Dayton Metro Library offers several free resources that can help small business 
owners and entrepreneurs learn about consumers, customers, industry trends and 
competitors. This session will highlight those resources and more free websites that 
can help you get ahead without wasting a lot of time or money.  
Monday, 6/12, 1:00-3:00 p.m.   Registration and more information. 
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Useful Links 
Ohio Business Portal  
U.S. Small Business Administration 
Dayton SCORE 
The Entrepreneurs Center 
SBDC at Wright State University 
SBDC at The Entrepreneurs Center 

 

 
Chamber Events 

 

 
 
Questions? Suggestions? 
 
Ann Riegle Crichton 
Business Services Librarian 
Dayton Metro Library 
937.496.8631 
DaytonMetroLibrary.org/Business  
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011xLBjvNhkSLpUWXRaL40aMAKkYUf4hVIOeqAUAWUhVGRyK8EtCOf72pTCEigxLGIrjeztR334RtxoJOzjhZq_4scFaf_KrE4Vwvt5AyvaRhcoYvqXfxFEFwEnqH2AJHhWx4HtGbZIdg_ue1pZmpIL1il1kS2p7YzKglVF5VyelVpdtnQo-LGHw0VRpqaBs-p&c=JbZfWN0j1GZUyQjEva4H8tfm4KJIIVtyMoPDMs8s9xwq3mq09SfhPg==&ch=w1ki_eXLPrBRlAmNhpawLl2zxExwtJiGMu7KDZwttrjxLf9nn8JUoQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011xLBjvNhkSLpUWXRaL40aMAKkYUf4hVIOeqAUAWUhVGRyK8EtCOf728iOyrzjSYurgOHNsBzmhM3ES4D0F3TZS5pTnt4w5IjV1Mwlwok37afkvLn4lI__KMtH89WKIi3-LRU6PRXqWPFvfd-y5icGflNAseQaIqMsfPM39otbxdhDdfBGI7d6BKwQBraqjftEYUUDqMs00o=&c=JbZfWN0j1GZUyQjEva4H8tfm4KJIIVtyMoPDMs8s9xwq3mq09SfhPg==&ch=w1ki_eXLPrBRlAmNhpawLl2zxExwtJiGMu7KDZwttrjxLf9nn8JUoQ==


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



FASTLANE June Events 

 

June 1st 

DoD Contractor Cyber Security Compliance Training 

Don’t risk losing current contracts or forfeit future contracts with the DoD 

Learn what you need to know about NIST 800-171, hear from AFLR on the requirements, and 

speak with resources who can help. 

  

June 13th 

Women in Manufacturing Breakfast 

Principles of Negotiation: How to Get What You Want 

Speaker: Erin Rhinehart 

Studies show that women negotiate less often than men and, when they do negotiate, they ask for 

less than what men ask for. Negotiation skills are essential. It is not an overstatement to say that 

negotiation can affect every facet of your life for the better. But, women face more hurdles than 

men. Unseemly, intimidating, nerve-wracking – this is how women often describe negotiation. 

This presentation will change those attitudes to encourage and motivate you to ask for more by 

redefining negotiation and helping you master the basic principles. 

The Women in Manufacturing Breakfast Series is held the second Tuesday of each month. This 

series is designed to support women in manufacturing, help to increase the number of women in 

manufacturing roles, and facilitate real conversations that are focused on topics that matter to 

women in the industry. We will encourage women to work in manufacturing, address tough 

issues and identify solutions to challenges; in an environment that lifts and strengthens one 

another both personally and professionally. 

  

https://fastlane-mep.org/cyber-compliance/
https://fastlane-mep.org/women-manufacturing-breakfast-series/


June 16th 

Lean Six Sigma Green Belt Training Program Overview 

This unique program incorporates your real life company challenge and a full Green Belt 

Certification into a 15 day-15 week program; all while solving the company challenge that your 

business needs solved. 

Projects completed in previous sessions of this program have resulted in a 10x ROI. If you find 

yourself attempting to solve the same problems repeatedly or a process problem seems too 

difficult to resolve, then this course is for you and your company. 

The 15 week Lean Six Sigma training program will teach you how to successfully solve complex 

business issues and lead you through your first real project. 

The layout incorporates 3 in-class project coaching days (where you will work directly on your 

project), 10 days of Lean Six Sigma training and 1 final test day. The remainder of time will be 

out-of-class assignments. Participants who pass the exam and complete their project will be 

Green Belt Certified. 

  

June 29th 

FAST Talk 

CNC Machine Shop Cost Estimating 

Speaker: Lisa Novelli 

FAST Talk is a FASTLANE event series for manufacturing leaders throughout the greater 

Miami Valley region. This series features industry related experts speaking on topics that will 

provide Dayton area Manufactures with the knowledge they need to be globally 

competitive.  FAST Talk’s are held the last Thursday of each month. 

  

Find Out More About Our 3D Printing – Additive Manufacturing Program 

https://fastlane-mep.org/lean-six-sigma-green-belt-training/
https://fastlane-mep.org/fast-talk
http://fastlane-mep.org/additive-manufacturing-program/


  

Thank you, 

Tamara 

 

 

Tamara Wamsley 

FASTLANE Marketing & Business Strategist 

University of Dayton Research Institute 

Tamara.wamsley@udri.udayton.edu 

P: 937.229.1381 

 

 
  

http://fastlane-mep.org 

http://www.udri.udayton.edu  

  

 

  

FASTLANE is a vital non-profit resource for manufacturers. The FASTLANE team of 

specialized manufacturing and engineering consultants help accelerate manufacturing success, 

advance innovation, and drive growth through technology acceleration, continuous improvement, 

workforce development, supply chain optimization, and sustainability.  Connecting 

manufacturers to a vast network of affordable resources including expert engineers, scientists, 

manufacturers, suppliers, and other professionals.  FASTLANE is the west-central Ohio 

Manufacturing Extension Partnership and is located within the University of Dayton Research 

Institute. 

 

 

mailto:Tamara.wamsley@udri.udayton.edu
http://fastlane-mep.org/
http://www.udri.udayton.edu/
http://fastlane-mep.org/


CHINA: Managing Risks 
and Expanding Export 

Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

The Ohio SBDC Export Assistance Network at the Raj Soin College of Business at Wright State 
University presents a panel of experts on doing business in China.  Join us for this program to 
learn, network and meet new experts. 

 

 

 

China: Managing 
Risks and 
Expanding Export 
Opportunities 

Date:   June 14, 2017 
Time:   
11:30 am  Registration 
and                    Networking 
12 noon    Lunch 
12:30 pm  Program begins 
4:00 pm    Program ends 
Cost:  $45 
Location: 
Cincinnati Marriott North 
(Exit 19 from I75),  
6189 Mulhauser Road, 
West Chester, OH 45069 

 TO 
REGISTER:  CLICK 
HERE 

You will receive a 
confirmation email with 
directions and other 
information. 

For additional info 
contact: 

The rewards of doing business in China are immense but 
the risks are real.  Learn from experts on how to identify 
and manage risks and grow your export sales into China. 

China is the world’s largest economy on a purchasing power 
basis.    When Ohio companies find the right partners and channels of 
distribution, comply with standards, understand Chinese regulations, and 
offer a product of service that fits the Chinese market, they can 
reap  long term rewards.  The China market is large, changing and open 
for export opportunities. 

China: Managing Risks and Expanding Export Opportunities will 
address topics such as tax, pricing, compliance with Chinese standards, 
cultural considerations, and commercial opportunities.  You will find out: 
how VAT, duties, business tax and withholding taxes can affect funds 
remitted offshore unless a transaction is structured carefully.   Learn 
more about transfer pricing and how to avoid breaching those rules.  Pick 
up some tips for the CCC process.  Meet Chinese business 
experts.  Network with your fellow global traders.  Find new ways to enter 
the China market. 

For Ohio companies to pursue business in China, it's essential they be 
aware of these risks and challenges but understand there are strategies 
and help in moving forward.  This program will provide solid advice on 
how to identify and avoid risks and maximize export sales opportunities. 

PROGRAM AGENDA AND SPEAKERS 

China's Tax System and Your Business by Russell Brown, OBE, CPA, 

Lehman Brown CPA’s, Beijing, China 

 China business environment & marketing opportunities. 
 China tax, cross border taxation and transfer pricing. 
 Establishing a sales or distribution company in China. 
 China risk mitigation 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VUZswPYlAYF2T51uvn0OMOpS4wgn_TU_55EUGsJn53b5dragdXMwDC0EUZ3OPFegImDLrY11t-_FRZebU5WfYN8DsioBJqDrVtd-toSEwxTc28HQKJ89NlWXVeHExy9mqjqOhWAObNS63NKY0rDzXRkZ_DWvsMvckAEHPsnmtr2pH1AFfgzCQmZCSJ0r99etU88BFy96i6EK2yb_7B2womKF08O1TIm9d2_ZGC-Q_zlrHCH0gGDEw9ZciclKjyO-Dwv4aQiH_Oo9SiEOanWb6w==&c=XPJRci-tp9GlOBWyqpZD6Bv9mrLhCT7uSn9xjTxXSLjr-04TI65NGw==&ch=j2jn_mdnssHTASo5gTtoulRGNKbr757yLwkpDT916irf-iBSObwy-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VUZswPYlAYF2T51uvn0OMOpS4wgn_TU_55EUGsJn53b5dragdXMwDC0EUZ3OPFegImDLrY11t-_FRZebU5WfYN8DsioBJqDrVtd-toSEwxTc28HQKJ89NlWXVeHExy9mqjqOhWAObNS63NKY0rDzXRkZ_DWvsMvckAEHPsnmtr2pH1AFfgzCQmZCSJ0r99etU88BFy96i6EK2yb_7B2womKF08O1TIm9d2_ZGC-Q_zlrHCH0gGDEw9ZciclKjyO-Dwv4aQiH_Oo9SiEOanWb6w==&c=XPJRci-tp9GlOBWyqpZD6Bv9mrLhCT7uSn9xjTxXSLjr-04TI65NGw==&ch=j2jn_mdnssHTASo5gTtoulRGNKbr757yLwkpDT916irf-iBSObwy-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VUZswPYlAYF2T51uvn0OMOpS4wgn_TU_55EUGsJn53b5dragdXMwDC0EUZ3OPFegImDLrY11t-_FRZebU5WfYN8DsioBJqDrVtd-toSEwxTc28HQKJ89NlWXVeHExy9mqjqOhWAObNS63NKY0rDzXRkZ_DWvsMvckAEHPsnmtr2pH1AFfgzCQmZCSJ0r99etU88BFy96i6EK2yb_7B2womKF08O1TIm9d2_ZGC-Q_zlrHCH0gGDEw9ZciclKjyO-Dwv4aQiH_Oo9SiEOanWb6w==&c=XPJRci-tp9GlOBWyqpZD6Bv9mrLhCT7uSn9xjTxXSLjr-04TI65NGw==&ch=j2jn_mdnssHTASo5gTtoulRGNKbr757yLwkpDT916irf-iBSObwy-A==


Kathy Marshalek at 
937.775.3524 
kathy.marshalek@wright.edu 
 
  + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
Register TODAY 

 
Seating is limited. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

 

 

Selling Into China: Regulatory Process and VAT by Kimberly 

Kirkendall, CPA, President, International Resource Development, Inc. 

 What is China's Regulatory landscape, CCC, CFDA, etc and 
how does it affect you? 

 Understand the process for registering your product, tips from 

successful registrations. 
 China's VAT and Import system influences how your product is 

sold in China, the channel, price, and value to the customer. 
 Review of different scenarios on how products enter China and 

it's channel to the customer. 

Entering or Expanding in China by Matthew Quigley, Foreign 

Commercial Service Officer, U.S. Dept. of Commerce 

 What is happening in China now? 
 Tips and resources for entering the China market. 
 Understanding the nuances of the market. 
 Who succeeds in China today? 

REGISTER TODAY to reserve your spot. 
 

 

Cosponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JOIN us for this informative and beneficial program. 
 

 
  

  

mailto:kathy.marshalek@wright.edu


 

The Ohio SBDC Export Assistance Network is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration and the Ohio 
Development Services Agency. All opinions, conclusions or recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the SBA. Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance. For arrangements, call the Ohio 
SBDC Export Assistance Center at WSU at 937-775-3524. 
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Administrator’s Corner 

 

 
FY17 FAST Applications Now Open 
 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has published two Funding Opportunity 
Announcements (FOAs) for the 2017 Federal and State Technology (FAST) Partnership 
Program.  Under this announcement eligible organizations compete for financial resources to 
provide targeted SBIR/STTR outreach and training. 
 
The application period will close June 20, 2017. 
 

 General applicants: FAST-2017-R-0011 Federal and State Technology (FAST) 
Partnership Program  

 Small Business Development Centers with Technology Accreditation: FAST-2017-R-
0011A Federal and State Technology (FAST) Partnership Program SBTDC 

 
Prospective applicants are encouraged to refer to the two Funding Opportunity Announcements 
on grants.gov  for more details, including eligibility, matching-fund requirements, application 
and submission deadlines, and other information. 

 

https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-administrator-linda-mcmahon-appoints-four-senior-executives
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-administrator-linda-mcmahon-appoints-four-senior-executives
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-administrator-linda-mcmahon-appoints-four-senior-executives
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-administrator-linda-mcmahon-appoints-four-senior-executives
https://www.sbir.gov/about-fast
https://www.sbir.gov/about-fast
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=293768
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=293768
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=293769
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=293769
http://www.grants.gov/
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J.P. MORGAN CHASE INVESTS $2.5 MILLION IN 4 DETROIT SMALL 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GROUPS 

By Crain's Detroit Business  

J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. is committing more than $2.5 million to four Detroit-based small business 
development organizations, the New York-based global financial services firm announced Monday 
morning. 

The new grants, part of the $150 million commitment J.P. Morgan Chase (NYSE: JPM) has made to the 
city's economic recovery, will support TechTown, Southwest Detroit Business Association, Detroit 
Economic Growth Corp and Eastern Market Corp. 

The grants aim to help strengthen entrepreneurship in city neighborhoods and boost economic growth 
across Detroit, the company said. 

"Over the past three years, the firm's investment in Detroit has helped 1,800 small businesses receive 
technical assistance and provided loan and grant capital directly to 100 small businesses, including 44 
entrepreneurs of color who could not get access to traditional financing," J.P. Morgan said in a news 
release. "Seven hundred jobs were also created or maintained as a result of this commitment." 

The J.P. Morgan Chase Institute showed that 58 percent of consumer spending took place at small 
businesses within Detroit. Additionally, there are approximately 32,000 minority-owned small businesses 
in Detroit, according to the U.S. Census, which ranks Detroit as the fourth largest U.S. city for the number 
of minority-owned businesses. 

"Detroit's flourishing small business community is one of the most important drivers of an inclusive 
economy for the city," Janis Bowdler, head of Small Business Initiatives, J.P. Morgan Chase, said in the 
release. "... The success of the city's small businesses is driving neighborhood renaissance and creating 
vibrant urban corridors and local jobs." 

The new small business investments are: 

 TechTown ($1.2 million): The grant is to support Retail Boot Camp, an eight-week program that 
prepares entrepreneurs to open brick-and-mortar retail locations in key Detroit commercial 
corridors, and SWOT City, a small business support program to help brick-and-mortar 
enterprises in six of Detroit's target neighborhoods for redevelopment launch, stabilize and 
grow. 

 Detroit Economic Growth Corp. ($725,000): To support economic development programs 
addressing three areas of need: foreign direct investment attraction, the Motor City Match 
program and the formation of an African-American business leadership council. 

 Eastern Market Corp. ($500,000): The investment will focus on expanding food 
entrepreneurship programs, enhancing expansion opportunities for Detroit food businesses, 
supporting equitable community development of the Eastern Market District and helping to 
provide EMC with sufficient organizational capacity to execute these programs. 

 Southwest Detroit Business Association ($110,000): This program aims to train and mentor 
small business owners to strengthen and establish their presence in Southwest Detroit. It offers 
bilingual 1-on-1 mentorship and food safety/business trainings/certifications, small business 
technical assistance and marketing support as well as direct assistance with site plan reviews, 
permitting and zoning and location challenges, among other things. 

Earlier this month, J.P. Morgan Chase announced a $50 million increase in the $100 million investment it 
committed to economic development and neighborhood stabilization in Detroit during the depths of the 
city's historic bankruptcy three years ago. 

Half of the $150 million will be grants and the other half is going to toward a variety of loan funds for 
small business growth, mixed-use real estate development and residential housing projects, said Peter 
Scher, head of corporate responsibility for J.P. Morgan Chase. 
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http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20170510/news/170509789/j-p-morgan-chase-to-increase-detroit-investment-by-50-million
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20170510/news/170509789/j-p-morgan-chase-to-increase-detroit-investment-by-50-million
https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/osbdc/
https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/osbdc/resources/20351
https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/osbdc/resources/20351
https://www.sba.gov/portal/sbdc-grantee
https://www.sba.gov/ptp
https://www.sba.gov/loans-grants/see-what-sba-offers/sba-loan-programs/disaster-loans/current-disaster-declarations
http://www.sbdcnet.org/
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Call For Regulatory Fairness Board Nominations 
 
The Office of the National Ombudsman is soliciting nominations of entrepreneurs, small 
business owners, and/ or other members of the small business community, to serve on the 
Board.  The arrival of the new Administration offers a unique opportunity for us to shape the 
composition of the Board.  As you are aware, Board members are appointed by the SBA 
Administrator for terms no longer than three years and serve at her pleasure. 
 
1. Duties and Responsibilities.  Boards were established in each of SBA’s 10 regions to advise 
the National Ombudsman on matters of concern to small businesses relating to the 
enforcement activities of Federal agencies.  The Office of the National Ombudsman will 
interact with RegFair Board Members periodically via conference calls and email.  From time to 
time, a member may be invited to attend meetings and events with the National Ombudsman 
during his/her visit to the appointee’s region or local area.  RegFair Board members may also 
participate in local outreach activities with other small businesses, local offices of Federal 
agencies, and/or industry representatives.  In addition, Regional Regulatory Fairness Board 
members are required to attend one annual meeting per year, which is usually held in 
Washington, D.C. 

2. New Board Member Orientation.  Shortly upon appointment, new RegFair Board members 
will receive a Welcome Package from the SBA Office of the National Ombudsman.  The Office 
will subsequently schedule an orientation session with new Board members via 
teleconference.  

3. Compensation.  Board members serve without compensation. They will, however, be 
reimbursed for authorized travel-related expenses at per diem rates established by GSA when 
asked to perform duties as a Board member.  

4. Completion of the SBA Form 898: Please note that a YES answer to any of the questions 
listed in Section 6 of the attached SBA Form 898 Advisory Committee Membership Nominee 
Information Form may deem someone ineligible to serve on a RegFair Board.   
 
Next Steps/ Action Required: 

If you would like to nominate an individual to serve on the Board, please ask him / her to 
complete nominee information form 898, accompanied by a resume.   Please ensure that all 
sections of the form 898 are completed.  Additional applications will be accepted on a rolling 
basis.  Applications should be sent to ombudsman@sba.gov with the subject header: 
Regulatory Fairness Board Member Nomination. 
 
If you have questions or need further information, please contact Ms. Elahe (“Ellie”) Zahirieh 
via email at elahe.zahirieh@sba.gov or by telephone at 202-205-6499. 

 

 

*SBA is providing website links for 

your reference. SBA does not endorse 

any non-government websites, 

companies, or applications and 

cannot attest to the accuracy of the 

information provided by third-party 

sites or any other linked site. 

 

 

 

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/forms_mis898.pdf
mailto:ombudsman@sba.gov
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HUD ALLOCATES ADDITIONAL $163 MILLION TO HELP STATES AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS RECOVER FROM 2015, 2016 DISASTERS 

Funding to support recovery in Louisiana, West Virginia, Texas, Carolinas and Florida 

U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben Carson today (May 18) announced an 
additional $163 million to help several state and local communities to recovery from severe flooding 
that occurred in 2015 and 2016. The grants announced today are provided through HUD's Community 
Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Program. Combined with CDBG-DR grants 
already allocated, HUD's investment to these areas totals nearly $3 billion. 

CDBG-Disaster Recovery grants can support a wide variety of activities including housing 
redevelopment, business assistance and infrastructure repair. State and local governments in 
Louisiana, West Virginia, Texas, North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida will target these grants in 
"the most impacted" areas. HUD's allocations are based on the unmet costs to repair seriously 
damaged properties and infrastructure in the counties determined by HUD to be most impacted. 

Background 

On May 5th, President Trump signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017, which included $400 

million to support recovery from major disasters in 2015 and later. The Act directs HUD to allocate the 

remaining funds ($236.3 million) at a future date to areas that experience disasters meeting the 'most 

impacted' threshold HUD announced last January. Read HUD's January 18, 2017 notice. 

This $400 million is in addition to a total of $2.6 billion in CDBG-DR funding previously appropriated to 

assist in recovery from major disasters in 2015 and 2016. Read HUD's news release for details of these 

prior allocations. 

To determine these disaster recovery allocations, HUD analyzes the most currently available data of the 

unmet costs to repair seriously damaged properties and infrastructure in the most-impacted counties. 

HUD will shortly publish a notice in the Federal Register which will define the criteria for the use of 

these funds. 
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http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs/drsi
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs/drsi
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-01-18/pdf/2017-01007.pdf
https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2016/HUDNo_16-197
https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2016/HUDNo_16-197
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Alibaba to Host Gateway ‘17 for U.S. Businesses, Farmers and Entrepreneurs 
 

Event will bring together American businesses, farmers and entrepreneurs to  
explore how they can tap into the China consumer opportunity 

 
DETROIT and HANGZHOU – April 25, 2017 – Alibaba Group (NYSE: BABA) today announced 
Gateway ’17, an inaugural conference hosted by Alibaba to help U.S. businesses, farmers and 
entrepreneurs explore growth opportunities and reach millions of Chinese consumers. Gateway 
’17 will take place at the Cobo Center in Detroit, Michigan on June 20-21, 2017. 
 
Gateway ’17 is expected to attract more than 1,000 businesses across the U.S. The event will 
include keynote speeches from leading entrepreneurs, including Jack Ma, founder and 
executive chairman of Alibaba Group, as well as category breakout sessions, business solutions 
sessions and marketplace networking opportunities.  
 
With incomes rising in China, the Chinese middle class continues to grow as does consumer 
demand for access to high-quality products from the United States. Alibaba helps U.S. 
businesses by connecting them to Chinese consumers and empowering them to grow their 
businesses by accessing the China opportunity.   
 
“China is an important and viable market for a wide range of products and services. This event 
will open doors for Michigan businesses, farmers and entrepreneurs by helping them identify 
and enter into new relationships there,” said Rick Snyder, Governor of Michigan. “By 
participating in Gateway ’17, Michigan businesses will have a unique opportunity to reach new 
customers in the fastest-growing economy in the world, and we encourage all companies 
looking to expand into exporting to attend this event.” 
 
"A company with the reach and influence of Alibaba could have chosen any city to host its first 
conference and we are thrilled they picked Detroit,” said Mike Duggan, Mayor of Detroit. “This 
represents a great opportunity for Detroit's small business owners and entrepreneurs to have 
access to Alibaba's global network." 
 
Below is a letter to U.S. businesses, farmers and entrepreneurs from Jack Ma, Executive 
Chairman of Alibaba Group, inviting them to join Alibaba and its partners at Gateway ‘17: 
 

Open Letter to U.S. Businesses, Farmers and Entrepreneurs  
from Jack Ma, Executive Chairman of Alibaba Group 

 
Dear U.S. small businesses, farmers and fellow entrepreneurs, 
 
Nearly 20 years ago on a trip to the United States, I first witnessed the power of the internet and 
its ability to connect people around the world. That was my inspiration when four years later 18 
passionate people got together in my apartment to found Alibaba, and we began to imagine a 
future where millions of people could use the internet to do business globally. Our vision was to 

http://www.gateway17.com/
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level the playing field so that any individual – no matter how big or small – could use the power 
of a connected world to grow a business and succeed. 
 
From that humble origin in 1999, Alibaba has become a worldwide leader in e-commerce. Two 
years ago, we made it our goal to help U.S. entrepreneurs and businesses sell their goods to 
the growing Chinese consumer class. Since then, we have helped thousands of American 
businesses do just that, and we believe this is only the beginning. 
 
The Chinese market presents tremendous opportunities for U.S. small businesses and farmers 
to grow their businesses, and in turn, create more U.S. jobs. China’s middle-class population is 
projected to exceed 600 million by 2022, or nearly twice the size of the entire U.S. population. 
Last year, China surpassed the U.S. as the world’s largest retail market, with spending topping 
U.S. $4.84 trillion. By next year, China’s online spending will be greater than the rest of the 
world combined. At Alibaba, we want to help you take advantage of this appetite for 
consumption through our e-commerce marketplaces. 
 
For those of you who are not familiar, Alibaba operates marketplaces that connect buyers and 
sellers. Think of us as a virtual mall with nearly half a billion shoppers buying from sellers that 
operate their own online storefronts. With most Chinese consumers today shopping from a cell 
phone, getting to our virtual mall is as easy as clicking on the mobile app that people carry in 
their pocket. We are already a gateway for thousands of global brands, retailers and companies 
to sell to Chinese consumers. And we want to expand that gateway – level the playing field – to 
make it easy for American entrepreneurs, small businesses and farmers alike to take advantage 
of the China opportunity. 
 
On June 20-21, we will host an event in Detroit to share more about this opportunity and how 
we can work together to help American small businesses grow. The two-day event, Gateway 
’17, will fittingly take place in Detroit – home to some of America’s greatest ingenuity and 
innovation.  
 
Today, Alibaba works closely with many small and medium-sized businesses who have 
capitalized on the growing demand in China. Peter Verbrugge, a third-generation cherry farmer 
from the Pacific Northwest, is one of many examples. Through Alibaba, he has successfully sold 
tons of his delicious cherries to Chinese consumers. A New York City boutique, Stadium Goods, 
has seen business take off by selling coveted collectible sneakers to sports fans across China – 
their growth has enabled them to expand their team by more than 50 percent. LuckyVitamin, a 
third generation family-owned business that started as a corner drugstore serving a small town 
just outside of Philadelphia, is now able to offer over 10,000 products to Chinese consumers.  
 
These are just a few of the many stories that inspire us to continue pursuing our mission of 
making it easy to do business anywhere. Every day we strive to help fellow entrepreneurs 
achieve their dreams. At Gateway ’17, we want to show you how Alibaba can help make your 
dreams come true.  
 
I hope to see you in Detroit in June. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jack Ma 
Executive Chairman, Alibaba Group 
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Additional Information 

 Register for Gateway ‘17: http://www.gateway17.com  

 Open letter from Jack Ma: https://alizi.la/2pZiseb  

 Video from Jack Ma: http://www.gateway17.com  

 Learn more about successful U.S. small businesses working with Alibaba: 
http://gateway17.com/customer-stories/  

 Learn more about the China opportunity: http://www.alizila.com/gateway-to-china/  

 Follow @AlibabaGroup on Twitter 
 
About Alibaba Group  
Alibaba Group’s mission is to make it easy to do business anywhere. The company aims to 
build the future infrastructure of commerce. It envisions that its customers will meet, work and 
live at Alibaba, and that it will be a company that lasts at least 102 years.  
 
Media Contacts 
Sharon Chan 
+1 415 361 8219 
sharon.chan@alibaba-inc.com 
 
Brion Tingler 
+1 917 528 1992 
brion.tingler@alibaba-inc.com 
 
Jill Tornifoglio 
+1 617 692 0529 
fh.alibaba.smb@fleishman.com 
 

http://www.gateway17.com/
https://alizi.la/2pZiseb
http://www.gateway17.com/
http://gateway17.com/customer-stories/
http://www.alizila.com/gateway-to-china/
http://www.twitter.com/alibabagroup
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Ready to take your welding career to the next level 
but just don't know how?  

    
Hobart Institute of Welding Technology has a two week AWS® CWI®/CWE® 
course that can help you boost your career and earning potential.  The 
certification for both the American Welding Society Inspector and Welding 

Educator becomes increasingly important today.  Companies and 
educational institutions are requiring certification of the inspectors and 

educators to fulfill employment qualifications. This two week course is 
designed to enable students to be prepared to take the exam.  Throughout 
this course you will be using the same tools that are used in the test kits 

for the hands-on portion of the exam.  Click here for registration 
information.  

   
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012G1sgxX7oNPhP5QDBc7bXfAl70IDhxTv5CrCGgFGBTvwmd2hZHJRtN5H-r2DvsMh8Hd74kp8XhGHRoWsepWr7L84MHY7dbo4X7jN-q5INfKo3jmt_g4tNoUnEEMcaYIq0gdnXbvVkiwlQfv3zu-YkY-HFc8Xz3hOxJ_tTphPz0l4kwfSuwMlQqPKZVSjh8c45HnYyOCmaptOkAG01Qwutov4WL0udoyR3WjCWs9NR2sICHYGfn921Q==&c=-ND_cFQMRru0MD7GxA6KcZMkA9EQ2PhF41z-IkufesHNHH43sYP7lA==&ch=n0nqDZXMW29wQVBzocTgjSO2nR5qiGMgYTXEce7ifU2PYvX8jONrxQ==


  

Schedule your Welder Inspection Class Now 
 
   

     
 

       
Hobart Institute of Welding Technology offers welding inspector classes that 
can enhance your current skills.  If you need continuing education hours or 

are ready to become an inspector, we are here to help.  Click here to view 
classes and complete registration forms.   
  

 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012G1sgxX7oNPhP5QDBc7bXfAl70IDhxTv5CrCGgFGBTvwmd2hZHJRtN5H-r2DvsMh8Hd74kp8XhGHRoWsepWr7L84MHY7dbo4X7jN-q5INfKo3jmt_g4tNoUnEEMcaYIq0gdnXbvVkiwlQfv3zu-YkY-HFc8Xz3hOxJ_tTphPz0l4kwfSuwMlQqPKZVSjh8c45HnYyOCmaptOkAG01Qwutov4WL0udoyR3WjCWs9NR2sICHYGfn921Q==&c=-ND_cFQMRru0MD7GxA6KcZMkA9EQ2PhF41z-IkufesHNHH43sYP7lA==&ch=n0nqDZXMW29wQVBzocTgjSO2nR5qiGMgYTXEce7ifU2PYvX8jONrxQ==


 

  

Did you know that the Hobart Institute of Welding 
Technology is an AWS® Accredited Test Facility?  

  
HIWT has been certifying/qualifying welders and welding procedures to 
structural, pressure piping, production, and aerospace specifications since 
1989. For more information regarding our welder certifications and 

qualifications visit our website. 

 
 

  

 

Featured Item of the Month: 
Technical Guides 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012G1sgxX7oNPhP5QDBc7bXfAl70IDhxTv5CrCGgFGBTvwmd2hZHJRtE6CLcVvUQF0G22vVjYwAMmMI0Rmhe0jJL-VVUA2FQjAwU17vQeTVrvBj1Hpr3U6OMcTkL884gksmvBqFoy6KewQu6fVFgw9ciIYUuXaH--hiR1JyAqB_J8=&c=-ND_cFQMRru0MD7GxA6KcZMkA9EQ2PhF41z-IkufesHNHH43sYP7lA==&ch=n0nqDZXMW29wQVBzocTgjSO2nR5qiGMgYTXEce7ifU2PYvX8jONrxQ==


 
 

The Technical Guides are an invaluable resource for instructors and 
students. Each guide contains process specific information on equipment, 
process variables, weldability, pre and post-welding procedures, shielding 

gases, electrodes, safety and more. They supplement the student 
workbooks for welding training. The books are in full color.  

  
$26.00 each.  

Click here for more information and to order.  

 
 

 

 

  

Do you need to hire welders? 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012G1sgxX7oNPhP5QDBc7bXfAl70IDhxTv5CrCGgFGBTvwmd2hZHJRtFHLu5isDDWi-66cerD2tOh6eQn-j23eMfnE-Nwqk-Ta7gplk76p5Gtp_GJWy4NrbS8fLg4KtIsSl529YQHbX7oLQxrHoUHTR6sCf1jka-9OKfo_CSnadfknlnkxVR1Ji2UYCl02mb4TXneI5WH5D7s28-Hc7dJCzTeN0SLN2F1s5faHUFe97DQ=&c=-ND_cFQMRru0MD7GxA6KcZMkA9EQ2PhF41z-IkufesHNHH43sYP7lA==&ch=n0nqDZXMW29wQVBzocTgjSO2nR5qiGMgYTXEce7ifU2PYvX8jONrxQ==


 
 
  

  
HIWT graduates students every month.  We have a job board where you 

can post your open positions and students/graduates can apply directly to 
you.  Contact us here for more information on how to set up an account 
and post your jobs.  

 
  

 

  

Hobart Institute of Welding Technology, dedicated to welding training and 
education excellence, is a nonprofit educational facility.     

Hobart Institute of Welding Technology 
400 Trade Square East 

Troy, Ohio 45373 
 937-332-9500 
www.welding.org 

hiwt@welding.org 
  

State Board of Career Colleges and Schools Registration No. 70-12-0064HT 
Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges No. 000403 
   

 

 

See what's happening on our social sites. 
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